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l. The officers of the Polish vessel, SS GENERAL WALTER, are generally
content with conditions aboard the ship., A few of the elder officers
resent younger officers whose attendance at the Merchant Marine
school is based on political considerations and who are placed in
responsible positions without the necessary experience,

2o The non=official personnel aboard the GENERAL WALTER are almost all
very young. and are in the pre-military categories, having just
completed the maritime schools. Although the GENERAIL WALTER is
listed with the Maritime Compartment at Danzig, many of the crew
members are from the interior of Poland.

3, In Poland, as in the USSR, the students who fail in their studies
after the fourth elementary grade are:sent to the professional
artisan schools, Many of them choose the Merchant Marine as a career.
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According to crew members of the GENERAL WALTER, the s hipyards of
Gdynia and Gdansk are working at maximum capacity in filling naval
construction orders of the Polish Merchant Marine. Many new metal
working and mechanical tool factories have been opened and most of
the pre=war factories have been restored,

According to the Polish se_amen@, life in Poland is neither

as good nor as bad as describe various observers and commentators.
They claim that work is assured for all, at wages sufficient to
obtain the necessary amounts of food and other basic requirements,

but that there is no surplus for luxuries or unnecessary commodities.
Scarsity of goods is attributed to exports to the USSR, inadequate
imports and the considerable percentage of industry engaged in war
production. )

Polish seamen ashorel%lgenerally make large purchases of shoes
and cloth, They claim tha ese products are scarse in Poland agd
that they cost more in Poland than]| } They intimate
that cloth and leather goods are defective in Poland because of a
lack of primary material and the stockpiling of uniforms and shoes
in military warehouses,
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